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                    COLDSTREAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
                 PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS WITH

DISABILITY POLICY
Rationale:  
· To support the inclusion of students with disabilities and additional learning needs.
· Ensure that sufficient resources are provided for children with additional needs, allowing participation to their maximum ability in school programs.
Aim: 
Coldstream PS is committed to delivering an inclusive education system that ensures all students have access to a quality education that meets their needs. There are a range of policies, programs and resources for schools to support the delivery of high quality schooling for all students, inclusive of students with disabilities and additional learning needs.

Under section 32 of the Disability Discrimination Act 1992, education providers must comply with the Disability Standards for Education 2005, see Support for Children with Special Needs – Disability Standards: Resources. The Disability Standards set benchmarks with which all schools must comply. They cover enrolment, participation, curriculum development, student support services and the elimination of harassment and victimisation.

Coldstream PS is committed to providing “reasonable adjustments” to accommodate any student with a disability. An adjustment is a measure or action taken to assist a student with a disability to participate in education and training on the same basis as other students.  When planning an adjustment for the student, the school will consult with the parent/guardian/carer(s) and, where appropriate, the student, through the Student Support Group process.

The Disability Standards for Education apply to all students with a disability, not just those who are eligible for support under targeted programs such as the Program for Students with Disabilities, which provides supplementary funding to assist schools in supporting students with disabilities and moderate to severe needs. Additional resources provided to schools do not define or limit the support provided for a student with a disability.
Guidelines: 
· To ensure all students are equal members of peer groups and have access to education programs that meet their needs and abilities.
· To ensure that all students are placed with developmentally appropriate classes.
· To ensure that all Coldstream Primary School Staff teaching students from Special Schools/Segregated Settings involved in part-time integration will be provided with checklists of the student’s skills. Program assistance will also be sought and expected.
· All PSD students will have regular Student Support Group meetings (SSGs) with the teacher, aide, parent or parent nominee.
Implementation: 
Upon transitioning into Coldstream PS, a meeting will be held with parents at which time any disabilities and potential adjustments can be discussed. Where further information can be collected, this is done in order for the school to gain a clear picture of how best to meet the needs of the individual student.
Where parents/guardians have access to further information/documentation, every effort should be made on behalf of the child to provide this information to the school.

If required, consent to services such as SSSO will be obtained by the school at the initial or subsequent meeting.
Medical and other data will be maintained in the student file for all teachers to access.

Where other services are involved, the school will seek written consent from the parent/guardian in order to consult with these agencies. This consent will be stored on the student’s file along with other documentation.
Within the course of each day, adjustments will be made to ensure inclusion. These may include:-
· Seating position
· Access points
· Size of writing 
· Differentiation of work requirements
· Development of Individual Education Plans (in consultation with parent/guardian, teacher, child)
· Use of implements – i.e. pencil grip, scissor size and shape
· Differentiation in indicators for success
· Support through Chaplain, School Psychologist, Speech Therapist
· Health needs

Information taken from DET
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/studentswithdisability
Legal Obligations, Care and support and Program for Students with Disabilities

COmmunication

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

· Available publicly on our school’s website 
· Made available in hard copy from the general office upon request
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